Fovant Parish Council  


MINUTES OF THE FOVANT PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING AND COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 14 MAY 2007 IN THE RAINBOW CENTRE FOVANT
Present:    Cllr K Knowles

       Cllr K Grant

                   Cllr Mrs A Harris

                   Cllr Mrs P Story

                   Cllr R Bell

                   Cllr Mrs C Hunter

                   Cllr A Leppard

In attendance:  District Councillor Mrs J Green;  Mrs E Young  (Clerk) and one member of the public

Apologies:
   County Councilor T Deane and PC Mark Steele

Opening Remarks: 
Cllr Knowles reminded those present that the first part of the meeting was to confirm the election of Officers to the Council for the forthcoming term.   He congratulated District Councillor Mrs Green on her re-election to Salisbury District Council as an Independent representative.

07/01
RE-CONFIRMATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
The Councillors present signed their re confirmation of Declarations of Interest forms which will be sent to the Monitoring Officer, Salisbury District Council. Cllrs A Leppard and Mrs P Story declared a personal but non-prejudicial interest in respect of Agenda Items 07/08 for the Rainbow Centre and Community Magazine respectively and these were recorded by the Chairman. 
07/02
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

(a)
Proposed by Cllr Grant and seconded by Cllr Bell, Cllr Knowles was re-elected as Chairman to the Council by a majority vote.
(b)
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Harris and seconded by Cllr Grant, Cllr Bell was unanimously elected Vice Chair to the Council

(c)
Finance Committee:  proposed by Cllr Knowles and seconded by Cllr Grant, Cllr Mrs Hunter was elected nem con to the Committee to serve the office with the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

(d)
Rights of Way:  It was the Council’s unanimous decision for Cllr Mrs Harris to continue in this office.

(e)
Youth Issues:  Council agreed not to elect at present.   Cllr Mrs Story agreed to report for the moment.

(f)
Highways:  It was the Council’s unanimous decision for Cllr Mrs Story to continue in this office.

(g)
Playground/Recreation:  It was Council’s unanimous decision for Cllr Mrs Hunter to continue in this office.   Cllr Leppard also agreed to continue with the children’s playground safety checks.
(h)
Neighbourhood Watch & Tisbury Community Safety Group:  It was Council’s unanimous decision for Cllr Bell to continue in this office

(i)
Village Hall Committee:  It was the Council’s unanimous decision for Cllr Mrs Harris to continue in this office

(j)
Fovant Web Site:  It was Council’s unanimous decision for Cllr Leppard to continue in this office.

(k)
Review of Code of Conduct:  the latest amendments had been circulated.  Cllr Knowles proposed and Cllr Grant seconded the Council adopted the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007  No. 1159  to include  amended paragraph 12(2).  This Resolution was agreed by Council with one abstention.  Council also agreed to amend the Parish Council’s present Standing Orders to include this Resolution setting out clearly the circumstances whereby members of the council can attend public meetings for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or answering questions on planning issues, but not remain thereafter to take part in any decision of the council of which they are a member. 
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MRS J GREEN

Mrs Green thanked the Council for their good wishes.  She was anxious to continue her work in the District and be available to help anyone with concerns or issues.  She spoke of a meeting with Mr Bob Chequer, SDC Environment regarding the installation of wheelie bins to households in October and after a lively discussion Council proposed to invite Mr Chequer to a meeting of the Council to help explain the new system, how it would operate and the attendant liabilities that would be imposed on householders. 









Action: Clerk
07/03
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2007 (already circulated)     Council approved the minutes as a correct record and the Chairman signed them accordingly.

07/04
MATTERS ARISING   (if not on the agenda)

(a)
Publicity Liability insurance for the Village Fete 2007: this was not yet to hand. 
Action: Clerk
(b)
Co-option vacancies for two Parish Councillors:  the Chairman said that Fovant Parish Council had nine councillor positions to fulfill; seven had been elected as at 3rd May and two posts remained unfilled.   He asked fellow councilors to ascertain if there were any suitable candidates available within the community and asked for a repeat of the Co-option Vacancy Notice to be re advertised in Three Towers asking for volunteers and for any names to be notified to the Clerk.











Action:  Cllr Mrs Story
07/05
PARISH COUNCIL REPORTS
(a)
Highways:  Cllr Mrs Story reported the parish steward Lee Haine had visited at the beginning of May; all the railings had been painted; Church Lane holes in the road had been filled;  the hedge had been cut in Mill Lane;  white safety line marking adjacent to the hedge and brook at the village hall would be the subject of his next visit.   The Chairman had received a letter from the Revd Kate Ferguson regarding a traffic incident at Middle Ground where an articulated vehicle had blocked the road for 40 minutes – Cllr Story confirmed she would be attending the WCC Highways meeting in Dinton on 15 May to discuss the state of the roads in Fovant and agreed to take the photographs of the incident to that meeting and request signage at either end of the village declaring the road ‘unsuitable for HGVs’.  In addition, the Clerk was asked to check with the Licensing Authorities to find the owner of the vehicle and make representations.













Action:  Clerk

(b)
Transport:
Cllr Grant reported that WCC funding for continued operation of the Wiggly Bus had been extended, although in October 2007 the service would be combined with two other link schemes and would be operate under a new name:  Connect 2 Wiltshire.   He advised the 0637 service to Salisbury was being under used and might well be axed.

(c )
Village Hall  Cllr Mrs Harris had nothing of significant urgency to report

(d)
Neighbourhood Watch:  Cllr Bell had nothing of significant urgency to report

(e)
Youth Issues: Cllr Story reported the Youth Club was operating normally but still very much looking for adult volunteers

(f)
Rights of Way:  Cllr Mrs Harris had nothing of significant urgency to report

(g)
Playground:  Cllr Mrs Hunter had nothing of significant urgency to report

07/06
R2 FUNDED PROJECTS

(a)
Fovant Cricket Club:  the Chairman said he was preparing an R2 submission for funding of a new white line marking machine which would be circulated to councillors for approval. 
(b)
Climbing Frame installation:  the Chairman expressed the thanks of the Council for the good works carried out by local volunteers Steve Mitchell, John Ring and Lee Shepherd to install the new Children’s Climbing Frame and ancillary play equipment. The Clerk was asked to remind Mr Mitchell to return any paint not used for use on the Children’s Swing. 

Action: Clerk
(c) 
Recreation Ground Fencing:  Cllr Mrs Hunter enquired if an extension to the fencing between the Recreation Ground and Clay’s Orchard was eligibnle for R2 funding. Council agreed that the works would probably be eligible for R2 Adult allocation and unanimously agreed she obtain quotations from contractors including those who completed the original fencing. 












      Action:  Cllr Mrs Hunter
(d)
Youth Club and the Rainbow Centre: Council noted that Pro forma invoices for various different equipments had been received from both organisations for possible consideration for R2 funding.    Council noted also that R2 was possibly available for outdoor equipment but not for indoor play equipment which could be funded via S137 grants.  Council asked the Clerk to seek to obtain more details as the information received to date was inadequate for the R2 process. 












Action: Clerk

07/07
FINANCE
Balances as at 31 Mar 07


Instant Access Account 0448705
£2259.88







Clerk’s Gratuity Account 4245523
£  784.25







Current account 4124602

£  579.49

(a)
Council approved nem con the final Receipts and Payments Statement (previously circulated).
(b)
Council approved nem con the Audit Return – Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement and the Chairman duly signed and dated the document.
(c)
Proposed by Cllr Story and seconded by Cllr Grant Council approved nem con the appointment of Mr Don Ridley as the Internal Auditor for the Parish Council’s FY06/07 accounts.
(d)
Council noted the first half of the precept for FY07/08 of £3,000 had been received.
(e)
Proposed by Cllr Story and seconded by Cllr Grant, Council approved nem on the following payments:

669 p.v.1
Community First subscription 07/08




£  34.00
670 p.v.2
Wood and Co (April photocopying)




£    6.58

671 p.v.3
Wiltshire Association of Local Councils subscription FY 07/08
£217.29

672 p.v.4
Allianz Cornhill Insurance Year 07/08



£417.28

673 p.v. 5
K Aylen (grasscutting  April)





£  92.00

(f)
Clr Story proposed and Cllr Hunter seconded the Annual grant to Fovant Parochial Church Council to maintain the Parish burial ground in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 Section 214(6) and as agreed in the 07/08 budget:

674 p.v.6
Fovant Parochial Church Council




£  80.00

(g)
Cllr Story proposed, Cllr Mrs Harris seconded and Council approved nem con the transfer of 5% of the Clerk’s salary to the Clerk’s Gratuity Fund to the amount of £104.00

07/08
ALLOCATION OF PARISH COUNCIL S137 GRANTS (Cllrs Leppard Story expressed personal interests)
Council considered the allocation of grants to local organizations; Cllr Knowles proposed and Cllr Grant seconded :
Fovant Badges Society


£200 toward insurance

Adult Keep Fit Club
£274.62 toward 6 exercise mats (to be bought by the Parish Council and issued on loan to the Club)

Three Towers Community magazine

£25.00 towards printing costs

The balance of budgeted funds were retained for possible allocation to the Rainbow Centre and Youth Club indoor equipment purchases (see also Agenda Item 07/06 (d) above)
07/09
AFFORDABLE HOUSING SURVEY
Council accepted the report received from Community First and circulated to the Council members.  There had been an excellent response rate of 57% from the 323 questionnaires distributed.  The core recommendations of the Report were “That there appeared to be some justification for affordable homes in the parish for local single individuals and couples in the area over the next few years, viz:
Social rented housing:

4 x one or two bed homes for singles or couples

2 x three bed homes

Shared/Low Cost home ownership
2 x two/three bed homes
Council agreed to invite Community First (Penny Bell/Carol Southall) to the Council meeting on Tuesday 3 July 2007 to make a presentation and answer questions.  Details to be advertised in the community magazine and notice boards. 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  There were no questions from the public

Parish Council communications:  Use of E-mails:  Cllr Mrs Harris asked Councillors to observe previous guidelines (dated 6 June 2005) regarding the use of e mails to officers of the Council. (copy attached)
07/10
PLANNING

Planning meetings held by the Parish Council since the last meeting were:

S/2007/0633 & 0634  Full application  The Cross Keys Shaftesbury Road:  not supported

S/2007/0765
Full application:  land adjacent Bowerbrook High Street:  supported with conditions

S/2007/0706
Conservatory:  Gunvilles Shaftesbury Road :  supported

S/2007/0710
Extension: Village Hall Fovant:  supported

S/2007/0731
Extension:  The Old Farm House Church Lane:  supported

Planning determined by SDC:

S/2007/0174
O/L Buckhurst and Creg-Ny-Baa: demolition and construction of ten 3 & 4 bed dwellings with garages and access roads:  SDC refused.  An appeal has been lodged

S/2007/0374
Brandicove, Brook Street  extension and raised roof for 4 bed accommodation: approved
S/2007/0395
Brimm Close:  change of use from agricultural to paddocks and boundary fencing and construction of 2 x stable buildings:  SDC refused.

07/11
CORRESPONDENCE

(a)
Council noted there would be a Training Day for New Councillors  2 June 2007 in Calne.
(b)
1 -Tier Council for Wiltshire:  a seminar will take place on 24 May at Devizes:  Cllr Grant to attend on behalf of the Council and report. 


     Action: Cllr Grant
(c)
SDC Play Strategy Consultation:  Cllr Mrs Hunter confirmed SDC had advised this would not be a particularly useful consultation for Fovant at this time as it dealt with SDC internal processes. 
(d)

Notice of meeting:  Council agreed the agenda for meetings should if possible be displayed on the Village Hall Notice Board with the Calling Notice in the future.  Clerk to note.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Tuesday 3rd July 2007 in the Village Hall at 7 p.m.

